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About this Unit Outline 

 

This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the unit Christian 
Worship.  It attempts to provide a structure for your learning, giving details of key resources, the 
topics covered and skills to be developed and how they will be assessed.  
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Important notice 
 

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is the 

personal responsibility of each student to check the ACT Undergraduate Handbook or 

Postgraduate Handbook for the current year, copies of which may be found in the QTC 

Library and also on the ACT website: www.actheology.edu.au/    

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted and 

acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the current ACT 

Undergraduate/Postgraduate Handbook, section headed “Academic Misconduct”.  Failure 

to comply with the standards required will involve various penalties in accordance with the 

seriousness of the failure as outlined in the ACT Undergraduate Manual. 

The attention of students is also drawn to the current ACT Undergraduate/Postgraduate 

Handbooks section headed “Guidelines for Essays”.  All essays should comply with these 

standards. 

http://www.actheology.edu.au/
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Information about this unit 
 

Unit description 

This unit looks at the history of Christian Worship & liturgical practice from the Old 

Testament right through to contemporary times.  It examines the biblical teaching of the Old 

and New Testaments on worship, and how Christian liturgical practices developed through 

the patristic, medieval, early modern, and modern periods.  It concludes with a study of 

contemporary movements and trends in the field. 

 

Learning objectives 

By the time you have successfully completed this unit, you should: 

 Have a basic understanding of the teaching of the Old and New Testaments on the 

theology and practice of worship;  

 Be able to understand and evaluate the major forms of practice in Sunday services in 

our contemporary context in Australia through reflection upon their historical 

background and theological assumptions.   

 Have gained a general understanding of some of the contemporary issues in the 

theology and practice of worship and liturgy; and 

 Be able to prepare for and conduct services with a greater awareness of the relevant 

biblical, historical, and theological background to this critical part of our corporate life 

together as Christians.   

 

How this unit contributes to the course 

The Old and New Testaments place substantial importance on how God’s people are to 

behave and what they are to do when gathered together as the people of God.  Also, church 

services are a critical arena in which the Christian pastor or worker exercises their role.  For 

these two reasons, an awareness of the biblical, historical, and theological considerations 

relevant to our corporate life is an important part of a theological education.  The 

revolutionary transformation of liturgy in modern times has also led to much confusion and 

difficulty on the part of pastors and others.  This unit aims to assist service leaders in 

appreciating the important considerations and factors at play in this contemporary situation. 

 

Pre-requisites and co-requisites  

This unit is being offered as a Type A elective at 300 level for those enrolled in the ACTh’s 

Diploma of Theology/Diploma of Ministry /Bachelor of Theology / Bachelor of Ministry / 

Associate Degree of Theology (including WordWorks) and at 500 level for the Master of 

Divinity / Graduate Diploma of Divinity.  It is also a required unit for those studying for the 

PCQ Candidates Course for ministry in the Presbyterian Church of Australia.   



 CHRISTIAN WORSHIP  

 4 

 

How this unit is organised and what we expect of you 

The lectures and class activities for this unit are delivered in extensive mode.  Please refer to 

the current version of the QTC Semester timetable for the dates of classes. 

This unit is worth 4 credit points towards your degree.  At Bachelor level, a 4 cp unit is 

considered to require a total time commitment of 6-8 hrs per week, and 7-9 hours at MDiv 

level.  Please speak with the lecturer as a matter of urgency if you are finding that you need 

to consistently spend more time than this on PC315/515.   

Students are expected to attend all lectures, complete any set pre-reading and complete 

any assessment tasks by the relevant due date.  Please do be in touch as soon as you can if 

you anticipate having any difficulties with your assessments or with meeting the due date. 

 

 

Teaching staff  

 

Rev. Douglas O’Donnell 

Phone: (07) 3149 3652 

Email: dodonnell@qtc.edu.au  

Feel free to contact me with any questions at all during the Semester. 

It is also expected that some pastors/ministers from the Brisbane area will visit to provide input 

during the practical section of the unit. We are delighted that Dr. David G. Peterson from Moore 

Theological College will guest lecturer for our first day.    

mailto:dodonnell@qtc.edu.au
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Unit Timetable: topics and teaching and learning activities 

Date Session Description Assessment Due 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 1 

8.30 – 10.20 

Class Admin (Review the timetable and 

assessments; introduce David Peterson) 

BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES  

(Guest Lecturer: David Peterson) 

1. Worship in the Old Testament 

2. Worship in the Gospels 

 

 

18th July 
Session 2 

10.45 – 12.35 

3. Hebrews and the worship of the New 

Covenant 

4. Paul and the service of the gospel 

 

 Session 3 

1.25 – 3.30 

5. Edification and the local church  

6. Worship and congregational ministry 

 

 

Session 3 

8.30 – 10.20 

 

 

Worship in the Bible, revisited  

Have read Peterson, 

Engaging with God, 

Introduction (pp. 15-22), 

chapter 5 (pp. 136-165), 

and chapter 9-10 (pp. 

261-293). Also, read the 

“conclusion” section to 

each chapter.    

 

25th July 
Session 4 

10.45 – 12.35 

A Biblical Perspective on the Cultural Setting 

and Background to Christian Worship: A look 

into the Jewish synagogue (e.g., Luke 5) and 

Greco-Roman pagan idolatry (e.g., Revelation)     

 

 Practicum 1 

1.25 – 3.30 

Explain, watch (videos), and assess various 

ancient and modern liturgies.  

 

 

Session 5 

8.30 – 10.20 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES 

Developmental History of Christian Worship: 

Early Church and Middle Ages 

Have read White, A Brief 

History of Christian 

Worship, pp. 9-141 

 

1st Aug Session 6 

10.45 - 12.35 

Developmental History of Christian Worship: 

The Reformation (including Roman Catholic 

forms and reforms) 

 

 Practicum 2 

1.25 – 3.30 

Reports on Church Visits 

 

Assessment 1  
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Session 7 

8.30 – 10.20 

Developmental History of Christian Worship: 

the Reformed Tradition 

 Reformed Worship Documents (notably 

the Book of Common Prayer) 

 Notably within Presbyterianism 

(Westminster Directory, Book of 

Common Order) 

 

 

 

8th Aug Session 8 

10.45 – 12.35 

Developmental History of Christian Worship 

 Post Reformation to 20th Century—

especially coving Vatican II liturgical 

changes (the Roman Catholic Mass 

today), as well as developments in 

Presbyterian liturgy. 

 Current trends in corporate worship 

Have read White, A Brief 

History of Christian 

Worship, pp. 142-180 

 Practicum 3 

1.25 – 3.30 

Panel Discussion (with local evangelical pastors 

from various traditions and movements) 

 

 
Session 9 

8.30 – 10.20 

THE PRACTICE OF CORPORATE WORSHIP 

Elements of the Order of Service  

 Prayers, Creeds and Catechisms, 

Scripture reading/s 

 

15th Aug 
Session 10 

10.45 – 12.35 

Elements of the Order of Service, cont.  

 Preaching, celebrating the sacraments, 

benedictions 

 

 
Practicum 4 

1.25 – 3.30 

Students share from their Autobiographical 

Essays 

Assessments 2 and 3 

 Session 11 

8.30 – 10.20 

Music in Worship  

29th Aug 
Session 12 

10.45 – 12.35 

Leading in Worship  

 
Practicum 5 

1.25 – 3.30 

Worship service/s based on a students’ order 

of services and songs (as selected by the 

lecturer) 

Assessment 4   
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Assessments 
 

For BTh, BMin and AssocDegTh students (PC315), the assessment is as follows: 

ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION SUBMISSION 

DATE 

#1 Church Visit 

20% of final grade 

1,000 word report to be given to class of a visit 

to a church service of a tradition other than 

their own. Students to research background to 

this liturgical tradition and interview a service 

leader. 

 

*You may substitute this requirement with the 

“New Song” assessment #4 below. 

Presented in class 

on 1th August. 

Written copy due 

the same day. 

#2 Autobiographical 

essay 

40% of final grade 

In a 2,000 word essay, students share and 

evaluate their own worship traditions, and they 

explore at least three ways that the first two 

sections of this class—biblical and historical 

perspectives—has helped clarify (and perhaps 

expand) their vision for corporate worship. 

Students tie autobiographical elements to the 

assigned readings and class discussions.     

TBC: Will be 

provided on list 

of QTC Semester 

2 Due Dates 

# 3 Order of Service 

40% of final grade 

Students will write up their own order of 

service with an explanation of why each 

element is used (1000 words). Also, using 

Peterson’s “brief portrait of an imaginary 

church” (Engaging with God, 289-92), they will 

write their own version of how Sunday worship 

blends with and effects all of church life (1000 

words).   

TBC: Will be 

provided on list 

of QTC Semester 

2 Due Dates 

 

In order to pass this unit, you must attain a mark of at least 50% for the unit as a whole 

All assessments (including take-home exams) are to be submitted via Moodle.  
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For GradDip Div and MDiv students (PC515), the assessment is as follows: 

 

ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION SUBMISSION 

DATE 

#1 Church Visit 

20% of final grade 

1,000 word report to be given to class of a visit 

to a church service of a tradition other than 

their own. Students to research background to 

this liturgical tradition and interview a service 

leader. 

Presented in class 

on 1th August. 

Written copy due 

the same day. 

#2 Autobiographical 

essay 

30% of final grade 

In a 2,000 word essay, students share and 

evaluate their own worship traditions, and they 

explore at least three ways that the first two 

sections of this class—biblical and historical 

perspectives—has helped clarify (and perhaps 

expand) their vision for corporate worship. 

Students tie autobiographical elements to the 

assigned readings and class discussions.   

TBC: Will be 

provided on list 

of QTC Semester 

2 Due Dates 

#3 Order of Service 

30% of final grade 

Students will write up their own order of 

service with an explanation of why each 

element is used (1000 words). Also, using 

Peterson’s “brief portrait of an imaginary 

church” (Engaging with God, 289-92), they will 

write their own version of how Sunday worship 

blends with and effects all of church life (1000 

words).   

TBC: Will be 

provided on list 

of QTC Semester 

2 Due Dates 

#4 New Song 

20% of final grade 

Three options: (a) write new lyrics to an old 

hymn tune; (b) write a new song (text and tune) 

based on a text of Scripture; (c) write a 750 

word assessment of a new song (a song written 

in the last ten years). 

Your song (sung 

or reviewed) will 

be presented in 

class on the final 

day of class, 29th 

August. 

 

In order to pass this unit, you must attain a mark of at least 50% for the unit as a whole 

All assessments (including take-home exams) are to be submitted via Moodle. 
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Guide to Assessments 

 

Assessment Task 1 – Church Visit & Report - 20% - Due 1st August 

Students will be required to visit a church of a denomination other than their own, such as: 

Roman Catholic, High Church Anglican, Greek Orthodox, Lutheran, Assemblies of God, 

Baptist, Uniting, Presbyterian, Brethren, or Salvation Army.    

Whatever church service you attend (and this can be decided by the student or assigned by 

the lecturer), you should read up on that tradition trying to understand its principles and 

practice of Sunday services in light of their historical development along with cultural 

development and influences which have led to their present forms. While attending, you will 

take note of 

 the order of service (if they have a bulletin, bring it to class and include it in your 

report) 

 who leads, who participates, what tools and aids are used, the liturgy or form of 

service that is used. 

 the architecture of the building/meeting space 

 You should set up an appointment to meet with a worship leader after the service to 

discuss with him/her how the service is planned, what are their essentials in worship, 

non-essentials, philosophy, etc.  

 A written report will be submitted to the lecturer and given orally to the class. (1000 

words BTh students; 1000 words MDiv/GDipDiv) 

Note that your written report is due in on the same day that students orally report back on 

their visits (Friday 1 August) 

 

Assessment Task 2 – Autobiographical Essay 40% for BTh / BMin/ AssocDegTh; 30% for 

MDiv / GradDipDiv) 

In a 2,000 word essay, you are to share and evaluate your own worship tradition. What church 

did you grow up in, and/or part of now? Using class lectures, discussions, and readings, 

explain autobiographically (i.e., tell your story) at least three ways that the first two sections 

of this class—biblical and historical perspectives—has helped clarify (and perhaps expanded 

or challenged) your vision for corporate services. Basically, tie in what you have learned in the 

classroom to your experience as a “worshipper” in the local church.   
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Assessment Task 3 – Order of Service (40% for BTh / BMin/ AssocDegTh; 30% for MDiv 

/ GradDipDiv)  

You are to develop and write a complete order of service, giving a theologically considered 

explanation of why the various elements are used, and giving biblical reasons for the 

philosophy and approach expressed in the service (1000 words). An example of this 

assessment will be provided by the lecturer the first day of class.  

Also, using David Peterson’s “brief portrait of an imaginary church” (in Engaging with God, 

289-92), you will write your own version of how Sunday worship blends with and effects all of 

church life (1000 words). The task here is to show how Sunday worship matters to the weekly 

life of the church, as well as to demonstrate how Sunday worship is not the only time or form 

of worship within the local church.   

 

Assessment Task 4 – New Song - 20% - Due 29th August (MDiv / GradDipDiv Only) 

You are given three options to fulfil this final assessment. First, you can take an old tune and set 

it to new lyrics. Examples will be provided for you at the first lecturer. Second, you can write a 

completely new song—both the tune and the text being original. With both options, the lyrics 

should reflect a text of Scripture, or, at the very least, scriptural themes. Third, if the student 

feels “challenged” musically and/or lyrically, he or she may write an essay that offers an 

assessment of a song written after 2004. The essay will be 750 words, and it should offer 

positive and negative assessments of the song. Such assessment could cover question like (a) 

does the text fit the tune? (b) is the tune musically sound? and (c) are the lyrics biblical?   
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Learning resources 

 

Required Reading 

 

R. Kent Hughes and Douglas Sean O’Donnell, “Worship” and “Hymns and Songs” in The 

Pastor’s Book (forthcoming, Crossway, 2015)—will be handed out by the lecturer on the first 

day.   

Peterson, David. Engaging with God: A Biblical Theology of Worship. Downers Grove, Ill.: 

InterVarsity, 2002. 

White, James F. A Brief History of Christian Worship. Nashville: Abingdon, 1993. 

 

Recommended Reading 

Carson, D. A., ed. Worship by the Book. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2002.  

Chapell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Worship: Letting the Gospel Shape our Practice. Grand Rapids, 

Mich.: Baker Academic, 2009. 

Horton, Michael Scott. A Better Way: Rediscovering the Drama of God-Centered Worship. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 2002. 

Milne, Rosalie and Sally McCall, eds. Church Musicians' Handbook. 2d ed. Kingsford, N.S.W.: St 

Matthias, 1999.  

O'Donnell, Douglas Sean. God's Lyrics: Rediscovering Worship through Old Testament Songs. 

Phillipsburg, N.J.: P&R, 2010. 

Old, Hughes Oliphant. Worship: Reformed According to Scripture. Rev. and expanded ed. 

Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox, 2002. 

Peterson, David G. Encountering God Together: Leading Worship Services that Honor God, 

Minister to his People, and Build his Church. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2014. 

Rayburn, Robert Gibson. O Come, Let us Worship: Corporate Worship in the Evangelical 

Church. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 1980. 

Ryken, Philip Graham, Derek Thomas, and J. Ligon Duncan, eds. Give Praise to God: A Vision 

for Reforming Worship: Celebrating the Legacy of James Montgomery Boice. Phillipsburg, N.J.: 

P&R, 2003. 

Thompson, Bard. Liturgies of the Western Church. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1980. 

Wainwright, Geoffrey and Karen B. Westerfield Tucker, eds. The Oxford History of Christian 

Worship. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006.  

Westermeyer, Paul. Te Deum: The Church and Music: A Textbook, a Reference, a History, an 

Essay. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1998. 

Wilson, Douglas. Mother Kirk: Essays and Forays in Practical Ecclesiology. Moscow, Idaho: 

Canon, 2001. 
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Wilson-Dickson, Andrew. The Story of Christian Music: From Gregorian Chant to Black Gospel: 

An Authoritative Illustrated Guide to all the Major Traditions of Music for Worship. Minneapolis: 

Fortress, 2003. 
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ACT Standards  

 

Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade    Score   GPA 

Fail (F)    0-49%   0 

Pass (P)    50-57%  1 

Pass Plus (P+)   58-64%  1.5 

Credit (C)   65-74%  2 

Distinction (D)   75-84%  3 

High Distinction (HD)   85+%   4 

 


